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• yffll 'lp"llT (See also Moed Katon, 18a [Wuensche's translation, Vol. I, 
p. 302; III, 176]; Kethuboth 16b; Gittin 10a; Kiddushin 41; Dr. G. 
Brecher, Das Transcendentale, Magie und magische Heilarten im Tal- 
mud [Vienna, 1850], pp. 178-9; Schorr's Hechalutz, II, p. 158; VII, 42, 
No. 13 ; Geiger's Zeitsch. f. Wissenschaft und Leben, IX, pp. 259-60.) 
Pliny, in his Natural History, Vol. V, p. 285 (c/. Bohn's Engl, edition), 
likewise mentions the usages connected with the cutting of human nails. 
It is religiously believed by many, says he, that it is ominous, in a pecu- 
niary point of view, for a person to pare his nails without speaking, on 
the market days of Rome [the "Nundinse" held every eighth day in 
Eome], or to begin at the forefinger in doing so ; it is thought, too, to be 
a preventive of baldness and of headache to cut the hair on the seven- 
teenth and twenty-ninth days of the moon. (See also F. Nork, Sitten und 
Oebrcluche der Deutschen, etc., Stuttgart, 1849, p. 514.) The Jews were 
enjoined not to cut their hair or nails at new moon. This custom is 
commended especially to women. (See the sources mentioned in M. 
Briick's Rabbinische CeremonialgebrduGhe, etc., Breslau, 1837, p. 76, 
n. 47.) Several interesting culture-historic superstitions may be found in 
E. Jehuda Chasid's Sefer Chasidim. The talmudic reference, quoted 
above, is also mentioned by Abudraham (see Geiger's Zeitschrift, loc. 
cit, p. 259). 

The Parsic parallels to the above may be found in Darmesteter's 
Zendavesta, I, pp. 185-9 ;".... which is the most deadly dead whereby 
a man increaseth most the baleful strength of the Daevas . . . ? Ahurah 
Mazda answered: 'It is when a man here below combing his hair or 
shaving it off, or paring ofiE his nails, drop them in a hole or in a crack [?] 
.... Therefore, O Zarathustra ! whenever here below thou shalt comb 
thy hair or shave it off, or pare thy nails .... thou shalt draw three 
furrows mth a knife of metal around the hole, or six furrows or nine. 
.... For the nails, thou shalt dig a hole, out of the house, as deep as 
the top joint of the little finger ; thou shalt take the nails down there 
and thou shalt say aloud these fiend-smiting words : ' The words that 
are heard from the pious in holiness and good thought,'" etc. See 
above : p^HS I'^^lSIp and the entire quoted text. 



III. A TALMUDIC SAYING IN THE QURIN. 

We read in Stlrah, V, 9: pjS' ^^^ l^lpJ U \ZL piiS' j^^ 

jWUAWO^ ^ iflSUJl ^j^ iX-wO Jk^l :tL&. y ^JUm J^ jt /5^y^ 
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ijj>X«*j |;XwJ i^^is^ x***J ivaaJj I^ ^^^- v '^7^ 



According to this injunction a Moslem is required to perform ablu- 
tions before prayer. "But if ye be sick, or on a journey . . . ■. and ye 
find no water, take fine, clean sand, and rub your faces and your hands 
therewith," etc. {Vide Hughes, Dictionary of Isldm, [London, 1896 ''J 
p. 477, s. V. Purifications, No. 4 : |M-9 •) Sand as substitute for water 

was permitted to the Jews in their devotions, as may be gathered from 
the following talmudic dictum: TT )l!Dpa T1^ htO'^b D"'a lb TUtX '''>2 
"151 ISyj IX "111223 (of- Berachoth, 15a). Another passage, still 
more explicit, reads: flb-'Mbl nb^Blnbl blib TS'^pb TX rU'A 1'S< 

pin-Q mntia ino^y niDiyn bas ib" dn "^s p^ia rcaiK d^i- 
nya-ii* pimn a" dk is* bia inis^b j^a^ir 15 ^^na" "j^ya nrnix 
xb -p^ nintai ino-^y bis-^i D^ab tt'^ ny ■^-^na'' D^a rssb vb^a 
roans^ p^yai a"ni rn^ bits^i c^ab tt^ ny bss^ «bi bbsn-' 
iiTfib iniit i^iT'-itsa "px nn>« b^a '^sx rinxb bas rjsb i^b-'a 
bban'^i isyn rn" na p-'i ib -jaiT^Ts las inc? mci? xbn. (Ctezzm 

122&,- see Kohut's ArUkh Completum, Vol. II, p. 225.) 

Gkobgb Alexander Kohut. 
Dallas, Texas, September 16, 1898. 



